
 
 

“Diversity: the art of thinking independently together.” 
— Malcolm Forbes 

 
Collaborative River Paintings: The start of the school 
year provides opportunities for students to discover 

various pathways of learning 
while also providing opportunities 
to begin to work collaboratively 
with others and build new 
friendships. To promote 
collaborative learning between 
the students in the River 
Classroom, the teachers 
provided small groups of 
students with blue paper, 
paintbrushes, and a variety of 
shades of blue paint. After 

students were invited 
over to the learning center, 
the teachers encouraged 
the students to explore the 
paint using the paint 
brushes and their paper. 
The River students could be 

seen dipping their paint brushes into the various 
shades of blue paint and creating designs on their 

papers using their own, unique brush 
strokes. As the students painted, a 
teacher invited the students to participate 
in conversation about what color paints 
they were using and what they were 
creating on their papers. To enhance the 

 



discussion and to encourage collaboration 
between their peers, a teacher prompted the 
River students to notice similarities and 
differences between their own paintings and 
the paintings their friends were creating.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cicada sighting: On Thursday morning, a teacher 

noticed a cicada was on the 
ground. She invited the 
students to come take a closer 
look and many gathered 
around to take a closer look at 
the insect. Many of them 
quickly began to comment on 
the colors of the cicada telling 
the teacher “it’s green.” 
Another teacher collected 
cicada shells and the students 
seemed intrigued by the 
sounds they heard when 
squeezing the shells. A few of 
the students were not hesitant 
when asked if they wanted to 

hold the cicada. Others 
were still showing interest, 
however, they chose to 
use their eyes to explore 
as opposed to touching it 
with their fingers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



“The Many Colors of Us”: The River students 
were invited to work collaboratively to color 
two large sheets of paper using colors similar 
to those that were used on the multicultural 
paintings. The students were provided with a 
variety of markers and crayons that could 
represent the variety of skin tones that we see 
within our classroom and larger community. 
To begin, the River students were very 
interested in coloring on the paper. As the 
students selected a color, a teacher told the 
students the name of the color (i.e. “This color 
is called bronze.”) and then encouraged the 
students to observe what the color looked like 

on the paper. With some prompting 
questions from the teachers 
about which colors looked 
similar to their skin, the students 
began to compare their hands 
and arms against the colors on 
the paper. This led 

to even more curiosity 
among the students, and 
soon, the students began to 
color on their own hands, 
their friends’ hands, and their 
teachers’ hands in order to 
determine which color 
markers and crayons were 
lighter, darker, or the same as 
each individual’s 
unique skin tone. 
Coloring with these 
shades of crayons 
and markers, and 
opening discussion 
about what colors 

look like their skin 
provided the students 
with an impactful 
expansion upon their 
learning experiences 

involving multicultural paintings 
and diversity.  

 



Multicultural Paintings: The start of the school year 
brings many opportunities to connect what makes 

each child unique as well as 
brings us together in diversity. 
To promote differences in one 
another, teachers often 
discuss with the students what 
they are wearing and the 
colors of their shoes as well as 
the colors of their eyes and 
hair. Art was very much 
involved in differences this 
week as the students 
experimented with new paint 
colors to use as an art 
medium.  Multicultural paints 
provide an opportunity for the 
students to learn about what 

color they are and blend 
colors together for 
discovery. For this 
experiment, the teacher 
engaged in a 
conversation with each 
student about how everyone's traits, including skin 
color, is different than everyone else’s. Then the 
students were provided with different shades of paint 
and encouraged to paint their own skin and identify 
which color matched their skin the best. They were 
then provided a piece of white paper and were able 
to express their own individuality by painting the 
paper using the color they chose to represent 
themselves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Classroom Reminders: 
 

● Saturday, September 7, “Fall Into Nature” Family Hike at Fullersburg Woods, 3609 Spring 
Road, Oak Brook IL, 10:00 am- 2:00 pm. 

● Tuesday, September 17, School Portraits for Nido, River and Prairie Classrooms.   
● Tuesday, September 24, 2019, River Classroom Curriculum Night 4:30-6:00 p.m. in the 

Lakeview Classroom. Please be sure to R.S.V.P and if you are not able to attend, we will 
send a link so you can access the items that will be covered that night.  

● Chicago Speech will be conducting their annual free speech and language screenings 
on Tuesday, October 1-Thursday, October 3, 2019. More information will be sent home 
next week along with parent consent forms. Any questions, please contact Mrs. Webber 
at mwebbe@elmhurstacademy.com 

● The Art Department is looking for donations of old shoes, any size or type that can be 
recycled into an art installation.  Please let Ms. Flynn or Ms. James know if you have any 
questions.  Thank you! 

●  If you have not done so already, please provide an updated family photo for the family 
board. 

● If you have not done so already, please be sure that you bring in your child’s ribbon to 
add to the classroom wreath.  

● Please be sure your child has two sets of shirts, pants and socks for extra clothing and that 
all items are labeled with your child is name or initials. Rainboots also come in handy for 
the puddle exploration! 
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