
 
We had two special Mystery Readers visit us! 

On Tuesday, February 11th we welcomed 
Finley's mommy and sister Hannah who read 

Go, Dog, Go!, Are You Ready To Play Outside?, 
Friendship Tales.  

Thank you Mrs. Hinrichs and Hannah.  
We loved your stories! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Star Student during the week of February 10th was Finley Hinrichs! 
   

 



 
 
 
The Woodlands students have been working hard 
to have magnificent manners and ended up filling 
their classroom manners jar! In celebration, the 
children earned a Show and Share. On February 
21, each student brought their favorite toy to show 
the class. After, the students shared their toys with 
their classmates and were able to engage with all 
their friends’ toys. 

   

 



 
 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day!  
On February 14, the Woodlands students celebrated 
Valentine’s Day with their teachers and friends. The 

students began the day by participating in valentines 
yoga. Next, the students began their celebration by 
passing out their valentines to each of their friends. 
After, the students engaged in various Valentine’s 

Day and heart-themed centers. 

 



 
 
 

  

 



 
 
 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 



 
 
 

How to Grow a Friend By Sara Gillingham 

This story is a metaphor that teaches a 
valuable lesson in how to treat others and 
make friendships blossom. Making a friend 

takes patience, care, and room to 
bloom—just like growing a flower. To expand 
upon the story, the Woodland Preschoolers 
became gardeners and used their green 

thumbs to plant grass seed. While planting, 
the children discussed the important life skill of 

being a good friend. Next, the Preschoolers 
had the opportunity to share a trait of a good 
friend and then sketched a picture depicting 

the trait. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Micah for 
displaying all the traits of a  
Super Healthy H.E.R.O! 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Simple Machines: Ramps~ The Woodlands students continued their investigation 
of simple machines by exploring ramps. Using CVC pipes, the students 
experimented with balls of different size and texture. The students watched as 
some balls moved down the ramp slowly, and others moved quickly down the 
ramp. The students also maneuvered the CVC pipes to create different slopes 
for the balls to move down.   

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Global Studies: Argentina 
 
Mountains and Pampas 
The Woodlands’ students took a closer look at Argentina on February 18. The 
preschoolers used their visual-spatial and bodily-kinesthetic intelligences as they 
created landforms with clay. Students learned 
the difference between mountains and 
pampas, both which can be found in 
Argentina. Brooklyn noticed, “Mountains have 
tips and pampas are straight.” Jaxon 
observed, “In the 
pampas the grass is 
smooth and in the 
mountains the grass 
gets bumpier.” Peter 
added, “Mountains 
get taller and taller 
and taller!” Students 
looked at pictures for 
inspiration as they sculpted one of the world’s 
largest countries: Argentina! 

 
 
 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Environmental Studies ~ 
Can You Find the Polar Bear?: The Woodlands’ preschoolers pondered the 

question, “Why are polar bears white?” Kendall and Finley S. 
both replied, “They are snow bears!” Jaxson thought, “Is it 
because they live in the snow?” Each 
student received a cut-out of a polar bear 
and held it against different colors such as 
green, brown, blue, and white. The 
preschoolers noticed that when they held 
their polar bear in front of green, brown, 
and blue the bear stood out. Camryn 
noticed, “When I hold it by the white, it 
blends in!” Students were then presented 

with a new question: Why was it important for 
a polar bear to blend in with its environment? 
Oliver answered, “Polar bears eat meat and 
they need to be able to walk up to their prey 
without being seen.” The Woodlands’ class 
then created an arctic habitat for their polar bear to blend into.  
Animal Tails: As students continue learning about Animal 
Adaptations, the Woodlands class began researching animal tails 

and how they are helpful and unique to each animal. On February 18 the 
preschoolers read the book, What If You Had an Animal Tail? Students also 
looked at some tails and matched them to the animal they belonged to. The 
class even took a look at animal ears as they sorted ears and tails.  

 



 
 
 
Foreign Language ~ Students began French class this week.  Musical learning 

introduced basic colors in French as they watched La Pomme 
est rouge (https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=JeYG2eKT2Og). 
They also started to learn about family members as we read La 
Famille active de l’ours.  After reading 
the story and naming all the family 
members, the took a brain break and did 
quinze (15) heel lifts to practice counting 
in French.   Then, they answered a series 
of oui ou non questions about what we 
read: “Est-ce que l’oncle d’Ours porte 
une chemise noire?” “Non,”. “Est-ce que 
Ours a trois cousins?” “Oui.” ~Mrs. Lardin 

 
Dance ~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music ~ Rhythm sticks were added into the mix this week in 
music class. We discussed rules for 
playing them (sticks only and only 
YOUR sticks) and different sounds 
we can make including taps, floor 
taps, end-to-end, and hammers. 
The students enjoyed interacting 
using these musical materials, and 
listened to directions from our "Tap 
Your Sticks" music piece. 
~Mrs. Wegener 

 

 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=JeYG2eKT2Og


 
 
 
Art ~  Woodland artists explored monoprinting.  A 
monoprint is a print that can only be pulled once from 
the printing block and is unique as it can not be 
reproduced.  The woodland artists began by choosing a 
variety of paint colors to apply to their printing block. 
They then used brayers to smooth the pait over the 
surface.  Using cotton swabs, fingers, feathers, sponges 
and yarn, the young artists created their design.  They 
then placed paper on top of their image and smoothed 
down the whole paper to transfer the image.  Finally they 
pulled their print revealing the unique artwork.  
~Ms. Flynn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

**The Woodlands class has been learning about Argentina during global studies. The 
preschoolers have learned about the flag, music, snacks, and geography. For next 
week's explorations, the students will be introduced to  football (soccer). Children in 

Argentina often use socks and newspapers to make homemade soccer balls. Children 
will stuff newspaper in socks and then twist the socks and fold them over a couple of 

times until it forms a ball.  

In order for the students to make their soccer balls, we are asking for donations of men's 
socks and newspaper. If you are interested in donating an old sock and newspaper, 
please send your donation with your child by Tuesday, February 25. As always, thank 

you for your support! 

 



 
 
 

**Free Family Fun, Shows & Learning 36th Annual DuPage STEM Expo 2020 - 
Inspire the Next Generation of STEM Professionals 

Join Illinois Tech for complimentary family fun, shows and learning at DuPage 
Area STEM Expo (formerly known as DuPage Area Engineers Week) for an 

interactive exploration into science, technology, engineering and math. The 
event is free and open to the public with over 50 displays, presentations, 

projects and activities for school age children, grades K – 12. 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 10:30 am - 3:30 pm(Complementary admission and 
parking) 

Illinois Institute of Technology Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Campus 201 East Loop 
Road, Wheaton, IL   

**Vanilla Video will be putting together a final video of the winter program. This 
takes about 2-3 weeks and will be sent via email using a link where families will 

be able to watch the winter program.  

 
**SAVE-THE-DATE:  

 Elmhurst Academy will celebrate Diversity Night on Friday, March 20, 2020. The 
countries this year will be Armenia, Argentina and Germany. We are asking our 

Elmhurst Community if you have a connection to either county and would like to 
help enrich the students global study leading up to Diversity Night to please 

contact Mrs. Atkinson- eatkinson@elmhurstacademy.com  
 
 

**Kane County Cougars Reading Club  
This reading incentive program is open to students in 
the Nido through Lakeview classrooms and runs from 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 - Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
Completed reading logs are due to your child's 

teacher by Wednesday, March 4, 2020.  
Questions? Please contact Ms. Rodgers at srodgers@elmhurstacademy.com or 

Ms. Zaccone at rzaccone@elmhurstacademy.com  
Happy Reading!   

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What does it mean to be a caring and kind friend? 

 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

 

Warmest regards, 

Mrs. Burke, Mrs. Connolly, Ms. Bloodgood, & Ms. Butler 

 

 


