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"What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of 

winter to give it sweetness."  - John Steinbeck 

The Nido students embraced the cold weather and bundled up and headed 

outside! The students were seen smiling from the stroller and then spending 

some time exploring the snow mountains that they found around the cortile.  

 

 

Author Study/Snow Kitchen: The students have continued to enjoy the 

Penguin and Pinecone series by Salina Yoon, the last couple of weeks. 

Inspired by the snowy setting from the stories, the Nido students explored in a 

snow kitchen. The teachers gathered fresh snow from outside and filled a 

clear bin with it. Then, the teachers added spoon, scoops and bowls. The 
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infants gathered around and began scooping, stirring and touching the cold 

snow. The longer they spent exploring, the more the snow melted. This activity 

fostered social development, fine and large motor skills and introduced 

science and math concepts.  
 

 

 

Author Study/Deep Sea Dive:  We steered the students away from the 

penguin books and took a 

look at a book by Salina 

Yoon called, Deep Sea 

Dive. In this book, many 

different sea creatures 

and animals that live in 

the ocean are depicted. 

To further bring this story to 

life, the Nido teachers 

prepared a clear tray with 

water, plastic sea animals 

and green yarn to 

represent the seaweed. 

The infants seemed to 

enjoy this activity very 

much and spent much 
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time engaged with the materials and splashing in the water of course. 
 

 

Project Approach: The Nido students used their fingers and hands to spread 

cool, thick paint over bumpy heart shaped candy pads. The bumpy texture 

of the pads was new for many of the infants and they seemed to enjoy 

spreading paint over it. Their creations were then transformed into special 

valentines for their parents. 

 

 

 

Project Approach/Salt and Ice:  Another way in 

which the infants examined a new texture was an 

activity involving ice and salt.  Water was frozen in 

a variety of shaped and sized containers. From 

heart shapes to cylinders, the students had a 

variety of icy to explore. After they had an 

opportunity to touch the cold, slippery ice on its 

own. Salt was added for a different sensory 

experience. The salt accelerated the melting and 

added a gritty texture for the students to 

experience. 
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Art Class with Ms. James: 2/20/20 - This week the Nido 

artists are beginning a new artwork they will create 

together. Each student was provided with yarn and 

glue. Many of the students enjoyed feeling the yarn 

and pulling the bundle apart. Onc the glue was added 

many Nido students were curious about the sticky glue, 

and how the yarn would stay on their hands. 

 

 

 

 

 



212 West Lake Street * Elmhurst, Illinois 60126 * www.elmhurstacademy.com * 630-279-2494 

Valentine’s Day: In celebration of Valentine’s 

Day, the Nido student 

prepared special bags 

to bring home their 

Valentine’s goodies in. 

They used pink, red and 

purple paint to decorate 

the bags. Each student 

spent much time 

spreading the paint with 

brushes and their fingers. 

 

 

 

 

Another way that they celebrated this special day was exploring small metal 

mailboxes and paper valentines. The students were seen opening and 

closing the boxes and putting the cards in and out.   
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Light and Shadow: The infant students 

participated in a 

group activity 

inspired but 

children’s natural 

curiosity of light 

and shadow. The 

teachers prepared 

the environment by 

hanging a white 

sheet over a wall 

and setting up an 

overhead 

projector. Then, the 

lights were turned 

off and the projector was pointed towards the 

sheet. The teachers started off the activity by 

placing a piece of lace over the projector. 

Some of the students rushed over to the wall, 

noticing the pattern of the lace projected onto the sheet.  The students then 

took turns placing items onto the projector and 

watching as they appeared on the wall. From 

color paddles to 

paper doilies, the 

students seemed 

very excited to 

see what 

appeared next. 

Several of the 

students seemed 

to notice their 

own shadows 

and were 

observed 

interacting with 

them.  
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Reminders: 

 

• Please bring in a family picture if you have not done so already. 

 

• Global Citizenship Committee would like to introduce the Family 

Connection Form. If you would like to share an important event or 

cultural experience you and your child participated in over the 

weekend, please fill out a Family Connection Form and bring to your 

child's classroom teacher, for the opportunity to share our experiences 

with each other and bridge home and school. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17feohQKsTjpAGPcjpWCazKoUy5IdqoQ8SRqcHdEB

obU/edit?ts=5d83ea8a 

 

 

• Elmhurst Academy will celebrate Diversity Night on Friday, March 20. 

The countries this year will be Armenia, Argentina and Germany. We are 

asking our Elmhurst Community if you have a connection to 

either county and would like to help enrich the students global study 

leading up to Diversity Night to please contact Mrs. 

Atkinson- eatkinson@elmhurstacademy.com 

 

• Wednesday, January 8, 2020 - Wednesday, March 4, 2020 Completed 

reading logs are due to your child's 

teacher by Wednesday, March 4, 2020. Questions? please contact Ms. 

Rodgers at srodgers@elmhurstacademy.com or Ms. Zaccone at 

rzaccone@elmhurstacademy.com Happy Reading! 

**Sponsored by the EA Literacy Committee** 
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