
 

 

Elmhurst Academy Celebrates Red Ribbon Week! 

October 23-27, 2017 
 

 
The 2017 National Red Ribbon Week theme is “Your 

Future Is Key, So Stay Drug Free. 

  

Red Ribbon Week serves as a vehicle for communities 

and individuals to take a stand for the hopes and 

dreams of our children through a commitment to drug 

prevention and education and a personal commitment 

to live drug free lives with the ultimate goal being the 

creation of drug free America.   

 
And, perhaps more importantly, Red Ribbon Week 

commemorates the ultimate sacrifice made by DEA Special Agent Enrique "Kiki" 

Camarena, who died at the hands of drug traffickers in Mexico while fighting the 

battle against illegal drugs to keep our country and children safe.  
 

Helping Children Feel Safe and Secure! 

When children feel safe and secure, they develop many qualities that help them avoid 

drugs throughout their lives. They trust people who earn the right to be trusted. They 

learn to trust their own decisions. They have healthy social skills and get along with 

others. 

When parents or other caregivers provide a safe, nurturing, supportive environment, 

each child can think the following with confidence.  

 Someone will take care of me. 

 Someone will give me advice when I need it. 

 I should listen to the ideas of people I have learned to trust. 

 I can learn how to make smart decisions. 

 I am a valuable human being. 

 My ideas can be good ideas.  

 

All of these ideas contribute to a child’s sense of self-worth, confidence, and ability to 

make decisions based on self-respect, respect of others, and the hope to be healthy 

and happy.  Here at Elmhurst Academy we have made a commitment to providing a 

safe and secure environment for children where they can learn and grow into a 

happy and healthy individual. 



 

Students in the Prairie, Woodlands & Lakeview classrooms will have a visit from 

Officer Connolly from the Des Plains Police Department on Thursday, October 27, 

2016.  He will speak to students about keeping themselves safe. The students will 

also participate in a Red Ribbon Ceremony on the East Discovery Play Garden. 

 

Each student will tie a red ribbon on the fence in support of Red Ribbon Week and as 

a group will participate in a pledge led by their teachers. 

 

I pledge to stay in school and learn the things that I need to know 

I pledge to make the world a better place for kids like me to grow. 

I pledge to keep my dreams alive and be all that I can be. 

I pledge to help others and be kind to everyone around me. 

I pledge to not harm my friends. 

I pledge to be responsible and remember to give each day a try. 

 


