
~ NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS~ 

 November 3, 2019 - Daylight               

Savings Time ends. Set your 

clocks back 1 hour 

 November 4-8, 2019 -            

EA Celebrates National               

Children’s book Week ~ 

100th Anniversary 

 November 11, 2019– EA 

Closed for a Teacher Insti-

tute Day *  Veteran’s Day  

 November 13, 2019 - EA                        

Celebrates World Kindness 

Day #WorldKindnessDay 

 November 15, 2019 -                     

EA Celebrates America            

Recycles Day 

 November 22,  2019 -                 

EA CLOSED for Parent / 

Teacher Conferences            

*End of the First Trimester 

 November 27, 2019 -                       

EA SPIRIT DAY! Students & 

faculty are invited to wear 

the color GREEN - 

“Responsibility” *sponsored 

by Project Health Commit-

tee 

 November 28-29, 2019 -                 

EA Closed  for the                    

Thanksgiving Holiday 

Oct-Nov 2019 

Hundred Languages; Visions of a Child  

Elmhurst Academy is in the top 2% schools in the nation in unlocking RUFTS! 

On October 7, 2019 Elmhurst Academy was honored with a visit from Courtney 

Weinstein, Product Manager for UNICEF USA. Mrs. Weinstein toured the school 

and observed first hand how the students at Elmhurst Academy are making 

a difference by unlocking RUFTS, though the UNICEF Kid Power Program.  

 

EA teachers also met with Mrs. Weinstein to give her feedback on how Elmhurst 

Academy uses Kid Power, and ways to improve and continue the school's effort 

though UNICEF programs. We look forward to continuing our collaboration 

with UNICEF and #kidshelpingkids  

EA classrooms use UNICEF Kid Power Ups throughout their day to promote gross motor 

and brain breaks. UNICEF Kid Power Ups are brain breaks with a lifesaving purpose! 

Empowering students to make global impact while developing 21st century skills, like 

collaboration, problem solving and critical thinking. Once ten videos have been view 1 

RUFT packet will be sent to a malnourished child. Last school year, Elmhurst Academy 

students saved over 40 child's lives by sending the lifesaving RUFTs. Besides helping 

around the world, the videos also collect Kid Power Coins!                 

When teams complete Kid Power Ups, they earn valuable Kid 

Power Coins that can be given back to local causes (plant a tree, 

feed a family in the US or offer medical assistance to a family in 

the US) in the Kid Power Exchange.  

Visit link for more information https://www.unicefkidpower.org/  

Elmhurst Academy recognized for efforts through  

UNICEF Kid Power Program      

https://www.unicefkidpower.org/


Page 2   

2019 Presidential Election ~ Lakeview Classroom 

The Lakeview Election 2019 aims to engage students to 

think  critically about civics, democracy and the nation’s po-

litical  process.   It is our goal that through the curriculum 

and the mock election experience, students will be encour-

aged and inspired to become active  participants in our 

American democracy.  The core concepts explored during this 

project are:    

Our Government - The purpose of our constitutional gov-

ernment is to protect the rights of individuals and promote 

the greater good.               

                                                                                                                                

American Principles - The shared values and principles 

within these charters  provide the framework for the rights 

and responsibilities of American citizens. 

                                                                                                                                                       

The Electoral Process is the method by which a     person 

is elected to public office. Campaigns, political parties, elec-

tions and citizen participation impact the electoral process. 

Citizens can exercise their right to elect leaders and make 

choices. They may also choose to educate themselves about 

candidates, issues and the electoral process. It is through 

continued and collective civic rights and responsibilities 

(such as voting) that we can  sustain and improve our democ-

racy 

 

 

Throughout the month of October the 

students in the Lakeview classroom have 

been learning about the electoral process.  

Whether seeking a seat on the local board 

or a term as U.S. president, running for office is a challenging  

endeavor;  just ask any of the candidates that are running for 

2019 President of Lakeview Classroom!  It requires candidates 

to pay careful attention to detail, run on a rigorous schedule 

and a lot of voters who believe in them.  

 

The candidates first learned about the qualifications for run-

ning for office. To run for Lakeview Class President they 

learned that they must be a registered voter in the geographi-

cal area in which they were running (Elmhurst Academy); 

there was also an age requirement (they must be 5), and ex-

perience qualifications. 

Candidates had to decide the issues on which to base their 

campaign, and then advocate for their chosen cause,                     

inspiring classmates to vote for them.   

After creating posters, formulating slogans and presenting to 

their classmates it will come down to the primary vote. 

Only two candidates will move on to the main election, but the 

experience gained by running for office wasn’t lost on any of 

the aspiring leaders, movers and shakers. 

 

Vote for Alexis!  

Slogan: “Making School Magical!”  

Charity: Animal Welfare Institute  

Vote for Hayden!  

Slogan: “Dog Gone It! Hayden Would 

Make a Jolly Good President”  

Charity: Elmhurst Animal Care Center  

It’s down to the FINAL TWO!  
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Elmhurst Academy Lakeview Presidential Election Results      

Congratulations to our new Class President HAYDEN BROWN 

and Vice President ALEXIS SWIFT 

In conjunction with the national elections, Elmhurst Academy’s kindergarten students wrap up their own presidential race 

as they selected their new class leaders to guide them into the 2019-2020 school year. The students jumpstarted their politi-

cal study by looking deeper into the branches of government, presidential qualifications, and responsibilities one has when 

holding a position of power. With this strong foundation, the kindergarteners were 

motivated to become more informed citizens and mature presidential candidates as 

they ventured into class elections. 

 

After a month of campaigning, a successful meet and greet, and closing debates the 

kindergarten class congratulated Hayden Brown and Alexis Swift as their two final-

ists in the election.  The final voting was held on Tuesday November 5, 2019 to deter-

mine who would be class President and Vice President. 

 

Elmhurst Academy welcomed local leader and Elmhurst Mayor Steven M. Morley, as 

he revealed the results of the kindergarten presidential election. Congratulations to 

President Hayden Brown and Vice-President Alexis Swift for a well-run campaign! 

 

The Inaugural Ball took place on Friday, November 8th and celebrated the commence-

ment of the class’s new impactful leaders. 

A special thank you to              

City of Elmhurst Mayor, 

Steve Morley, for delivering 

Lakeview’s Presidential  

results. We are honored to 

have him support our               

students in their leadership 

endeavors. 
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RED RIBBON WEEK                                                               

October  23-31, 2019 

On Friday, October 25, 2019 the Elmhurst Police Department vis-

ited students in the Prairie, Woodlands & Lakeview classrooms in 

observance of  Red Ribbon Week. The police officers discussed with 

students about keeping themselves safe. The Woodlands and Lake-

view students also participated in a Red Ribbon Ceremony on the 

East Discovery Play Garden. Each student tied a red ribbon onto a 

tree in support of Red Ribbon Week and as a group they partici-

pated in a pledge led by their teachers. 

 

Red Ribbon Week serves as a vehicle for communities and individu-

als to take a stand for the hopes and dreams of our children 

through a commitment to drug prevention and education and a 

personal commitment to live drug free lives with the ultimate goal 

being the creation of drug free America. During Red Ribbon Week, 

parents are reminded that we must focus on  fostering healthy life-

styles, provide a supportive community and offer warm and consis-

tent guidelines to our children to build their self concept. Research 

proves that children who feel confident in themselves and have a 

healthy self  concept are less likely to make unhealthy choices 

throughout their lives.                                                                    

 For more information please visit: www.redribbon.org 

Elmhurst Academy observes Red Ribbon Week  

In recognition of Fire Prevention Week,  Elmhurst Academy students in the 

Nido, River and Prairie classrooms had a special visit from the Elmhurst 

Fire Department. Students experienced an up close look at a fire truck and 

the various pieces of equipment used by fire fighters. Thank you to Lieuten-

ant Hayes for visiting with the students.  

To gain an increased awareness of fire 

prevention and safety, students in the 

Woodlands & Lakeview classrooms par-

ticipated in a walking field trip to the 

Elmhurst Fire Station #1 - where the 

students where given a tour of the fire 

house. They discussed the importance of 

knowing the phone number to the fire 

house (911), and having a family escape 

plan in case of an emergency.   

EA observes Fire Prevention Week - Oct 7-11, 2019                     
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Halloween “Dress Up In Words” Vocabulary Parade 

Students at Elmhurst Academy                            

participated in the 11th Annual                          

Halloween “Dress Up In Words”             

Vocabulary Parade on  Thursday,                  

October 31, 2019. 

The students celebrated the power of                

language and literacy; as they were each 

assigned a vocabulary word to represent  

in their costume. 

It is a goal to build children’s                   

language by regularly introducing new 

(level 2) and challenging (level 3)                  

vocabulary words, discussing their             

definitions, and infuse them into project 

work and other learning activities.  

The students had the opportunity to                   

parade through each classroom “trick or 

treating” for books! 

Emery Javor ~ “Family Pet Fish” 

Brooklyn Misiak ~ “Cicada” 

Finnegan Flynn-Week ~ “Leonardo Da Vinci” 

Emma Kaplan ~ “Mona Lisa” 

Liam Zoller ~ “Galileo” 

Niam Bhatnagar  

“Leaning Tower of Pisa” 
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Thank you to all the  families that participated in our                           

6th Annual Pumpkin Palooza Contest!  

1st place was awarded to the Dorko Family (Annie-

Prairie) ~ “Pumpkin EA School Bus” entry.    

Honorable mentions went to the Dunn Family (Tyler-

Lakeview) ~ “Witch Pumpkin” entry and                                 

Flynn-Week Family (Finnegan, Lakeivew)~ “Speak No, 

See No, Hear No ...Ghosts” - pumpkin entry 

 

The Prairie Classroom took first place for the classroom 

contest with their “Spooky Spiders” entry.  

2019 Pumpkin Palooza Contest Winners 
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On Friday, October 18, 2019 Elmhurst Academy held it’s              

Annual Fall Harvest  Festival.  Elmhurst Academy students 

along with their families and friends enjoyed a beautiful            

afternoon of fall fun. Our outdoor campus was filled with              

fall-inspired activities and attractions for all ages. 

Thank you to the EA faculty for making this  an event of            

learning and exploration. 

EA 21st Annual Fall Harvest Festival ~ Friday, October 18, 2019 
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Dear Elmhurst Academy Parents ~ 

I’d like to take this time to introduce myself as the new Chef at 

Elmhurst Academy. My name is Chef Megan Senese and I 

have been working in the culinary industry for over six years 

now. As a child growing up I was always fascinated in the 

kitchen and took every opportunity to assist my mother and 

grandmother in anything they would let me help with. As I 

matured, food not only became a passion of mine, but also 

sparked a lot of curiosity. Throughout my journey in the indus-

try I encountered many people with food allergies and food 

intolerances due to medical restrictions. I looked for reasons 

why certain foods had such an effect on people and the obsta-

cles they encountered when trying to maintain a dietary life-

style that correlated to their health. I received my degrees in  

Nutrition and Dietetics at Dominican University, followed by 

Culinary Arts and Baking / Pastry at the Art Institute of Chi-

cago. After receiving as much knowledge in these areas as I felt 

was adequate, I started my culinary career.  

My first job was at a gluten free bakery in Riverside, Illinois. 

While working there, I would open the store front, serve cus-

tomers, and produce most of the baked goods that we provided. 

Some of our most popular items included, muffins, cookies and 

macaroons, but we also were known for doing very lavish des-

serts and fondant cakes. This job helped me understand first-

hand the importance of observing strict guidelines for follow-

ing food allergies restrictions. I learned the importance of mak-

ing sure there is no cross contamination, but also how to inter-

act with guests and customers to make sure all the proper in-

formation is obtained and followed properly.  

After working at the bakery for some time, another opportunity 

presented itself. One that I can honestly say had the biggest 

impact on my career as of yet. I was offered an opportunity 

with Aramark at their Field Museum account. I started out as 

a cook and eventually earned the position as their Sous Chef. 

The experience I gained in this position was priceless.  Our 

menus ranged from the simplest grab and go items, to the most 

lavish wedding and corporate gatherings. Our guest count 

could be anywhere from 3 people to a few thousand people.        

I learned the importance of details, time management, multi-

tasking, teamwork, and overall perseverance. It truly broad-

ened my horizons to how a kitchen works and different back-

grounds when it comes to cooking. When I wasn’t working at 

the Field Museum, Aramark also sent me to assist other              

accounts. I spent a considerable amount of time at Soldier 

Field helping their staff on event days, and this last February 

I had the pleasure of traveling to the Washington Convention 

Center in Seattle, where I played a vital role in assisting with 

their food allergy menu items for their Microsoft Convention. 

All were completely different settings.  This allowed me to 

achieve more that I could have imagined and supported the 

idea that I could do anything that I set my mind to. But deep 

down I wanted something more. I craved a position that              

focused more as to what first sparked my interest in the culi-

nary industry; food and nutrition as a whole.  

I feel truly honored for the opportunity to work with Elmhurst 

Academy. This job will allow me to use all my skills and once 

again be able to focus on the nutritional aspect of food. I hope 

to share a wide range of flavors, cuisines, and textures, while 

also providing nutritious and healthy options for the stu-

dents. I cannot wait to start this next chapter of my life and 

career with such a wonderful and longstanding establish-

ment.  

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have questions at  

msenese@elmhurstacademy.com. 

 

Warmest Regards,                                                                                                

Chef Megan Senese                                                                                                                                                                    

EA Food & Nutrition Specialist  

Elmhurst Academy Welcomes  

New School Chef ~ 

Meet Megan Senese 

mailto:msenese@elmhurstacademy.com
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Elmhurst Academy Celebrates 

America Recycles Day                    

November 15, 2019 

 

 

Flood Brothers Recycling will be visiting students in the River through Lakeview 

classrooms on Friday, November 15th in observance of America Recycles Day.  

They will be explaining how products are recycled, show off a recycling truck, and 

explain the importance of recycling to the health of our planet and natural           

resources. 

To support the national effort to reduce our landfill waste, take the 

recycling pledge at https://americarecyclesday.org/ with your child 

and explore ways to Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle in your home. 

EA SPIRIT DAY!                                      

WEDNESDAY ~ NOVEMBER 27, 2019                                                                          

PARENTS, STUDENTS & EA FACULTY 

are invited to wear the color                         

“GREEN” to promote                                 

RESPONSIBLITY  

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by Project Health Committee                              

to  foster health and wellness of our                              

students & faculty. 

https://americarecyclesday.org/
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Classroom Connections  ~ Field Trip to Morton Arboretum 

Field work at the Morton Arboretum ~ Wednesday, Oct 9, 2019 

Students in the Woodlands & Lakeview classrooms enjoyed a spectacular fall day exploring the many gardens of the 

Morton Arboretum. The hunt for Trolls led our friends to greet many scarecrows along the way, ultimately                         

encountering massive sculptures carved from wood that were larger than life. 

Inspired by their hike through the gardens, students drew in their  

sketchbooks, and created three-dimensional landscapes with  

Legos in the spirit of Lego artist, Sean Kenney.  
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EA Special Rights Series Welcomes Leslie Hamric 




Students in the Prairie, Woodlands and Lakeview classrooms are invited participate in the  
upcoming “Holiday Gift Shop” program. This program makes it possible for children to experi-
ence the joy of choosing their own special holiday gifts for family and friends. It also creates 
wonderful memories for the children while teaching them to budget their money and make 
their own decisions. Imagine the fun they will have surprising a loved one with a “secret” gift 
they bought...all by themselves! 
 

New this year... Fun Services has joined forces with Toys for Tots and 

with Elmhurst Academy's help, we can deliver a message of hope to chil-

dren during the holiday season! For every toy purchased with the special 

Toys for Tots tag during the holiday shop,  Fun Services will match the 

donation of that toy or a toy of equal value to Toys for Tots. All toys will 

be shipped to the Toys for Tots warehouse in Downers Grove.  

The Holiday Gift Shop will be held December 2nd through 6th. The stu-

dents will visit the gift shop throughout the school day. There will be a large variety of gifts, 

moderately priced ranging from $1 to $20 per gift. Please use the attached money envelope to 

help your child decide who they should buy gifts for and how much they should spend.  

Please return the completed envelope and monies to the EA Mailbox no later than Thursday, 

November 21, 2019. You may send cash or check. *Please make checks payable to Elmhurst 

Academy. 

Thank you for your participation and support of this wonderful gift giving event!                                                     

Questions? Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Webber at  mwebber@elmhurstacademy.com 

October is Meet the Blind Month ~  

 

In observance of Meet the Blind Month, Elmhurst Academy 

students learned about blindness with a special visit from 

Leslie Hamric from the National  Federation of the Blind           

of Illinois on Wednesday, October 30, 2019. Ms. Hamric                

accompanied by her therapy dog, Gerry,  demonstrated how 

she maneuvers and lives her life each day. She also used  

her cane and called into AIRA (Artificial Intelligence                

Remote Access) where a visual interpreter described what 

the Prairie Classroom looked like for her. Ms. Hamric then 

presented each child with their name written in Braille. 

 

It is a goal of the Special Rights Learning Series to introduce students to various people with a wide variety of abili-

ties and backgrounds; allowing them to notice similarities and differences while expressing curiosity. The educators 

at Elmhurst Academy encourage open dialogue and model acceptance of diversity; thus framing it as a strength.  



212 West Lake Street 

Elmhurst, Illinois 60126 

 

Where character and education build a                                         

strong foundation for our future. 

(630)279-2494 

www.elmhurstacademy.com 

Editor: Rose Zaccone 

Elmhurst Academy 

Accreditations/Affiliations:  

~ Health & Safety Corner ~        

With cold and flu season upon us, please review 

proper hand washing techniques below.                       

 

  Don’t Forget to Sign Your Child In & Out Everyday!                               

Please be sure to visit the  Parent Resource Center and sign your child in and out daily. As stated in the Elmhurst 

Academy Parent Handbook:  

The daily arrival and departure of children at Elmhurst Academy is conducted in a 

way that  protects each child’s physical and emotional well-being. By law, children 

must be signed in and out by parents or a person specifically authorized by the parent, 

whose name is listed under the Transportation Authorization  on the Application of 

Admission form.  The daily arrival and departure log is located in the parent resource 

center. Please sign your child in every morning and out every night after checking out 

with your child’s teacher. 

 

Emergency School 

Closing Information  

In the event of Elmhurst Academy being closed due to an                   

emergency or extreme, unsafe weather conditions; families will be 

notified by using the Emergency Closing Center. You may register 

your email address for a personalized notification of our school’s 

closing status at: www.emergencyclosings.com 

 Tune  in to WGN Radio 720, WBBM NEWS RADIO78-AM, or 

watch television  channels: CBS 2, NBC 5,  ABC 7, WGN 9, FOX 

32 or CLTV NEWS.  


