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On February 26th, the students at Elmhurst 

Academy celebrated Lear Year with Leap-er-cize! 

This special day not 

only celebrated Leap 

Year, but also was a 

way to get the students 

moving and keeping 

their bodies active and 

healthy.  The Nido 

students joined in the 

fun and jumped on a 

mini trampoline. The 

younger students 

jumped in a standing 

Jumperoo. Many smiles were seen as the students 

worked their large motor 

skills and practiced 

jumping. 

 

 

Project Approach/Zoodles: Shredded rainbow 

carrots, zucchini “noodles” and squash “noodles” 

were placed into a clear tray with tongs and small 

rakes. The students gathered around and 

sharpened their fine motor skills while exploring the 

slimy, squishy, texture. Math concepts were 

discussed as the older students noticed and 

seemed excited about the longest zucchini 

“noodles.” The teacher then helped the students 

to compare and contrast the lengths. Some of the 
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students spent an extended period of time making it rain vegetables in the 

Nido!   

 

Project Approach: Another sensorial adventure the Nido students went on 

was a group painting activity. A large poster 

board was taped 

down to the floor and 

green, blue and 

yellow paint was 

squirted on top. 

Several textured balls 

were added to the 

mix. The students 

gathered together in 

their paint shirts and 

started exploring. They 

were seen using their 

whole bodies to 

spread the paint, 

rolling the balls 

through it and even painting their own bodies. This 

activity fostered fine and large motor skills, spatial 

awareness, color mixing and social skills.   
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Author Study/Beach Balls: Inspired by the book, Penguin Goes on Vacation, 

the Nido students explored with beach balls. The 

Nido students have 

demonstrated a love for balls 

recently so this was the 

perfect time to blow up a few 

beach balls and watch what 

happens. The beach balls 

were a wonderful tool in 

encouraging large motor skills 

as the students were seen 

crawling, walking and running 

after the balls. There was 

much throwing kicking and 

catching as well. We also 

used a little bit of 

technology this week and 

gathered at the big table to 

watch a video of an older child reading the book. 

The students sat very quietly while they watched 

the short video of the book being read.    

 

 

Author Study/Dr. Seuss:  During the month of 

March, the students at Elmhurst Academy will be 
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looking at books by Dr. Seuss. To jump start this, the Nido had a special visit 

from the Cat in Hat himself! (AKA Mrs. Webber in a costume) The students sat 

very quietly as the Cat in the Hat read the students a book. After the story, 

the Cat had a special surprise, a box wrapped with ribbons. The cat slowly 

unwrapped the box and revealed Thing 1 and Thing 2. The students seemed 

to enjoy this visit and were seen grabbing at the Cat’s tail and waving 

goodbye when it was time for the Cat and the Hat to leave. 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspired by the Cat in the Hat book, the Nido teachers 

created a themed sensory 

bin that included dry oats, 

small red cups, scoopers 

and blue straws. The bin was 

brought outdoors for the 

students to investigate. They 

gathered around and were 

seen grabbing the oats buy 

the handful, using the 

scoops and making it rain 

oats. This activity fostered 

fine motor development, 

hand eye coordination and 

cause and effect. 
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International Polar Bear Day:  On February 27rh, the students at Elmhurst 

academy celebrated International Polar Bear Day. International Polar Bear 

Day is an annual event celebrated every February 27 to raise awareness 

about the conservation status of the polar bear. The Nido students 

celebrated this special day by exploring a sensory bin inspired by polar bears. 

The bin contained cotton balls to represent snow and ice and plastic polar 

bears. The students were seen grabbing the cotton balls by the handful and 

picking up the bears to examine them. The teachers talked with the students 

about the bears, pointing out various parts of the bear, their nose, eyes and 

tail, to add a language component to the activity. 

 

 

 

Art Class with Ms. 

James: 2/25/20 

The Nido artists are 

wrapping up the 

last week of 

collaborative art 

creating a “stained 

glass” piece. 

Ms.James prepared 

stencil cutouts of 

shapes, backed 

with contact paper. 

The Nido students 
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worked in pairs to fill the shapes with colored tissue paper. Many students 

enjoyed tearing the paper into small pieces, peeling paper that they already 

stuck to the contact paper, and feeling the sticky texture of the contact 

paper. 

 

Outdoor Explorations:  The Nido students enjoyed the sunshine and fresh air 

and not having to wear snowsuits this week! They were very busy moving their 

bodies and exploring the West Discovery Play Garden and Cortile.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders: 
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•  

**Save the date, Saturday, April 4, 2020, EA family night at the DuPage 

Children's Museum 6;00-8;00 p.m. Enjoy the many wonders and 

explorations at the DuPage Children's Museum. This private event is 

open exclusively to family and friends of Elmhurst Academy. Each EA 

student receives THREE free complimentary admissions. Invitations will be 

distributed in your child's mail folders next week. If you have any 

questions, please email Mrs. Webber 

at mwebber@elmhurstacademy.com. 

• Please bring in a family picture if you have not done so already. 

 

• Global Citizenship Committee would like to introduce the Family 

Connection Form. If you would like to share an important event or 

cultural experience you and your child participated in over the 

weekend, please fill out a Family Connection Form and bring to your 

child's classroom teacher, for the opportunity to share our experiences 

with each other and bridge home and school. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17feohQKsTjpAGPcjpWCazKoUy5IdqoQ8SRqcHdEB

obU/edit?ts=5d83ea8a 

 

 

• Elmhurst Academy will celebrate Diversity Night on Friday, March 20. 

The countries this year will be Armenia, Argentina and Germany. We are 

asking our Elmhurst Community if you have a connection to 

either county and would like to help enrich the students global study 

leading up to Diversity Night to please contact Mrs. 

Atkinson- eatkinson@elmhurstacademy.com 
 

• As part of the Elmhurst Academy Special Rights Learning Series, mother 

and daughter Karen and Kelly Neville will visit the students in the Prairie, 

Woodlands and Lakeview Classrooms on Monday, March 16, 2020. They 

will be educating students about Down Syndrome; a genetic disorder 

Kelly was born with. Kelly works as a dental assistant and has her own 

jewelry making business.Kelly and Karen are spokespersons for the 

National Down Syndrome Federation and speak throughout the 

Chicago raising awareness about Down Syndrome.  
 

• The River Classroom is working on our Language of Music Project and 

we are hoping to bring some instruments into the classroom for the 

students to experience first-hand over the next couple of weeks. If you 

mailto:mwebber@elmhurstacademy.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17feohQKsTjpAGPcjpWCazKoUy5IdqoQ8SRqcHdEBobU/edit?ts=5d83ea8a
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17feohQKsTjpAGPcjpWCazKoUy5IdqoQ8SRqcHdEBobU/edit?ts=5d83ea8a
mailto:eatkinson@elmhurstacademy.com
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or a family member play an instrument and would be willing to come 

into the River Classroom to play/share your instrument, please email 

lminor@elmhurstacademy.com 

 

 

 
 


