
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elmhurst Academy 

~ LAKEVIEW CLASSROOM ~  

“Riflessione” 

May 2019 

Mrs. Wakeford, Ms. Soulakian, & Ms. Zito 

Welcome to Lakeview!               

The Lakeview students had a great first week!  We can already tell that this class 

is filled with wonderful children who are kind and caring, filled with wonderment 

and have a passion for learning new things.  We have seen new friendships al-

ready begin to grow and cooperation abound.  The students have begun learn-

ing the new expectations that come with being a Kindergarten or Bridge student.  

As always if you ever have any questions, comments or concerns, please feel 

free to contact Mrs. Wakeford at Hwakeford@elmhurstacademy.com or Ms. Sou-

lakian at Msoulakian@elmhurstacademy.com.  We will be sending home the Ri-

flessione on a bi-weekly basis to share our adventures in Lakeview.  Now let’s take 

a look at some of the things we did during the first 

First Day of School 

Everyone knows sometimes new situations or environments can 

bring about feelings of nervousness or worry for the unknown.  

The Lakeview classroom explored these emotions on the first 

day of school.  First they read the story, First Day Jitters by Julie 

Danneberg.  This wonderful story discussed Sarah Jane Hart-

well’s unwillingness to go to school on the first day due to the 

worry that no one would like her.  Throughout the story, the 

main character’s face was hidden and it kept our students pre-

dicting who she could be.  It wasn’t until the final page that 

they discovered to their surprise that Sarah Jane Hartwell was 

actually the teacher!   

 

We then discussed what some of the students’ worries may be 

for the new school year.  They recorded their feelings through 

writing and/or artistic representations.  They were then asked to 

crumple up their papers and we proceeded to have a 

“snowball” fight to throw our worries away because we know 

that this is going to be a great year!   
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Lakeview’s Classroom Expectations 

After reading the book, Mind Your Manners: In School by Arianna Candell, the stu-

dents reflected on classroom friendships, the importance of silence when the 

teacher is giving a lesson, the friendly way for borrowing and sharing, picking up 

toys after playtime, and other typical school situations. 

Based on their observations from the story and experiences in school, the students 

created their  own set of classroom rules and “pinky-promised” to follow them. Af-

ter the class agreed on the expectations for the classroom, they signed the list with 

a pinky finger print. 

 

 

 

Social Studies: Diversity 

If we were all the same, wouldn’t the world would be a bor-

ing place?  The students listened to the story, I’m Like You, 

You’re Like Me, by Cindy Gainer.  The story initiated a conver-

sation about how we are all alike and all different in various 

ways.  Through this understanding the students were able to 

gain a greater appreciation for each other and different peo-

ple around the world.   

“I know why people are different,” explained Lucia, “It’s be-

cause they have different DNA.” 

“Did you know another way to say DNA is 

genes,” said Finn.   

This spurred a conversation about DNA.  We 

looked at the structure of a DNA strand and the 

students came up with various items that they 

thought it looked like, such as candy.   



Social Emotional Study 

  

As we began the school year, we initiated a study into 

the various emotions/feelings.  The students came up 

with a list of emotions including, happy, sad, shy, 

frustrated, anxious, joyful, silly, brave, etc.  Several 

were selected and the students conveyed these 

emotions using facial expressions.  Photos were taken 

and the collage will be used for a daily emotion 

check-in for the students.   

 

To follow-up and tie in their writing skills, the students 

wrote their first journal entry of the school year.  They 

were prompted with “I feel…” and then were asked to 

finish the sentence.  Everyone worked very hard and 

did a wonderful job!  The journal entries will be kept 

throughout the school year and will come home in a 

book to show the writing progression.    

 

The students then used multicultural paints to discover their own skin colors and 

painted the background of their self portrait the colors that they custom mixed.   

Please view their work of art on the wall above their cubbies.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lakeview’s Author of the Month 

Our Lakeview friends brought in their favorite books to share with their classmates 

throughout the month of September.  Please take a look at all the wonderful litera-

ture our students love to read as they will be displayed above the classroom 

shelves throughout the month! 

Here are three of our friends’ favorite books! 

”It is my favorite book be-

cause it is a funny book.” ~ 
“It is my favorite book because 

my daddy got it for me when I 

was a baby.” - Niam  

”The Green Eggs and Ham book 

is my favorite because I like to 

eat it sometimes.” ~ Cameron 

S.T.E.M in Lakeview 

Science: The Scientific Method 

The Lakeview students began learning the steps of the Scientific Method this week.  They 

explored the properties of surface tension through a hands-on experiment.  The students 

began by creating a question as to what would happen when they put food coloring in 

milk and then apply a drop of dish soap.  Next, they created a hypothesis.  They conduct-

ed the experiment and observed the results.  The students the came together to discuss 

the results.   

“When we put in, it colored up.  I thought it was going to explode into a rainbow, but it just 

mixed up colors,” explained Ayla.   



Math 

What is a number line?  The students reviewed the elements of a number line by nam-

ing its attributes.  They learned that a number line can continue on in either direction.  

As a number practice/review, the students engaged in a game using a life size num-

ber line.  One child would select a mystery number on the line.  Then the other chil-

dren had to guess what it was.  After each guess, the student would let the others 

know if the mystery number was higher or lower than that given number.   

This is a wonderful game to play with your child at home to reinforce numbers and 

their values!       



Important Information & Reminders  

** "Fall into Nature” Family Hike 

Fullersburg Woods 

3609 Spring Road, Oak Brook, IL. 

Saturday, September 7, 2019 

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m 

 

** The Art Department is looking for donations of old shoes, any size or type that can be 

recycled into an art installation.  Please let Ms. Flynn or Ms. James know if you have any 

questions.  Thank you!  

 

**Chicago Speech will be conducting their annual free speech and language screen-

ings on Tuesday, October 1-Thursday, October 3, 2019. More information will be sent 

home next week along with parent consent forms. Any questions, please contact Mrs. 

Webber at mwebber@elmhurstacademy.com 

 

** Wednesday, September 18, 2019—School Portraits with Kukuc Photography 

 

**Thursday, September 19, 2019—Lakeview Curriculum Night 4:30-6:00PM.  To RSVP 

please contact Hwakeford@elmhurstacademy.com.  

 

**Friday, September 27, 2019—EA Spirit Day: Wear PURPLE to show good citizenship 
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